
City of West Liberty  
Water Treatment Plant Improvements and Upgrades Project  

Request for Qualifications – Engineering Services  
 
The City of West Liberty is implementing and is advertising a request for qualifications –
Engineering services. Professional services may include, but are not limited to: feasibility 
and planning studies, preliminary report, cost estimate preparation, planning, design, 
construction administration, inspection, other required engineering services.  
 
All firms interested in being considered for this project must submit a proposal detailing 
qualifications, technical expertise, management and staff capabilities, and prior 
experience related to addressing aging water treatment plant infrastructure and 
increasing operational efficiency. This includes but is not limited to; the planning, 
design, and the activities related to the installation of pump station intake blow-offs and 
potassium permanganate feed systems, Installation of Powdered Activated Carbon 
(PAC) feed systems, modernization/replacement of chlorine feed systems, construction 
and rehabilitation of filters, and the replacement of control valves and Variable 
Frequency Drives (VFD). Such work will contribute to the furthering of the City of West 
Liberty’s goals of modernizing critical water treatment infrastructure, increasing efficacy 
and reliability, reduce maintenance cost, and enhance the plant’s ability to respond to 
water quality issues. 
  
The objective of the competitive process is to objectively select the firm that will 
provide the highest quality of service. Selected respondents may be interviewed and the 
firm(s) judged most qualified will be asked to prepare a final proposal which would 
include fees for said services. 
 
The City of West Liberty reserves the right to reject any and all responses, to waive any 
technicalities, and to negotiate with the respondent who most nearly meets the project 
requirements.   
 
The City of West Liberty is not responsible or liable for any costs incurred by the 
consultants replying to this request.  
  
The City of West Liberty is an equal opportunity employer and encourages responses 
from all qualified firms.    
 
Kentucky Relay Service for the hearing and speech impaired: 1.800.648.6056.  
 
Anticipated funding sources for this project include, but are not limited to: Appalachian 
Regional Commission (ARC) Grant funding and through various local partnerships. 
 
Firms wishing to be considered must submit a PDF file of their statement of 
qualification, not exceeding 15 pages, to requests@gwadd.org with an email subject line 



of “West Liberty Water Treatment Plant”. Submittals must be received by 3:30 PM -
Wednesday, September 30th, 2026.  
 
Contact Duane Sassi at (606) 780-0090, ext. 2204 or email duane.sassi@ky.gov for 
additional information and/or questions.  
Exhibit I, attached to this Request for Qualifications, outlines the minimum qualifications 
for the consulting firm. Minimum qualifications have been established to assure the 
Community of professional expertise with adequate experience to assure successful 
completion of the proposed project within the allocated time constraints. Any response 
not meeting the minimum requirements for consulting firm’s prior experience as 
outlined in this request will be rejected. 
Exhibit II, attached hereto, is a rating system that will be utilized for selection of the 
consulting firm. This rating system will be employed by the community in determining 
which proposal best meets the needs as outlined in this "Request for Qualifications". 
 



 EXHIBIT I 
 ENGINEER’S QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 
I. Consulting Firm’s Minimum Qualifications 
 
 A. The principal correspondent responsible for project coordination must have a minimum 

of three (3) years experience with one or more of federal/state programs.  
 
 B. The firm must have successfully provided engineering/architectural services for a 

minimum of three (3) similar type projects. The firm will not be accepted if there have 
been any unresolved audit exceptions relative to engineering services. 

 
 C. The firm must submit references as to the firm's professional qualifications from a 

minimum of three (3) previous clients for which the firm has performed work (include 
address, telephone number, and email). 

 
II. Format for Professional Qualifications 
 
 Technical qualifications for the consulting firm shall as a minimum include the following: 
 

A. The criteria and design approach to be used in the performance of required work. 
 

B. The personnel to be assigned to the project and resumes of qualifications and    
experience. 

 
C. The firm’s experience in the development, design, and construction of similar projects. 

 
III. Final Selection 
  

A proposal review committee comprised of representatives selected by the City of West 
Liberty will rank all received proposals within three weeks of the proposed deadline.  

  
 Final selection of the engineer will be based upon the maximum total points scored as set 

forth in the "Rating System" in Exhibit II. 
 
 The City of West Liberty reserves the right to negotiate a contract with the firm deemed the 

most qualified to perform the professional services required.  



EXHIBIT II 
SELECTION RATING SYSTEM 

 
1. Project Engineer/Architect Experience & Qualifications  Maximum 20 Points 
 

A. >5 years experience with federal/state programs   20 Points 
 B. >3 years experience with federal/state programs   15 Points 
 C. <3 years experience with federal/state programs    10 Points 
 D. No experience with federal/state programs      0 Points 
 
2. Project Personnel & Workload     Maximum 10 Points 
 
 A.  Thoroughly sufficient personnel and workload capacities  10 Points 
 B. Somewhat sufficient personnel and workload capacities     5 Points 
 C. Firm has insufficient personnel and workload capacities       0 Points 
 
3. Firm’s Project Completion & Performance    Maximum 20 Points 
 

A. >5 completed similar projects, on time/within budget   20 Points 
 B. >3 completed similar projects , on time/within budget   10 Points 
 C. 0 completed similar projects, on time/within budget      0 Points 
 
4. References from Similar Projects     Maximum 20 Points 
 

A. 3+ previous clients with similar projects and positive reference  20 Points 
 B. 2 previous clients with similar projects and positive reference  15 Points 
 C. 1 previous client with similar projects and positive reference  10 Points 
 D. No previous references           0 Points 
 
5. Firm’s Familiarity with Community & Project Needs   Maximum 20 Points 
 
 A. Thoroughly familiar with community and project needs   20 Points 
 B. Somewhat familiar with community and project needs   10 Points 
 C. Firm is unfamiliar with community and project needs       0 Points 
 
6. Minority, Female-Owned, & Small Business Firms   Maximum 10 Points 
 
 A. Firm is minority or female-owned                + 5 Points 
 B. Firms is a small business                 + 5 Points 
  
MAXIMUM TOTAL POINTS                100 POINTS 
 
Statement of Qualifications submittals should be organized to address each evaluation criteria as 
listed above and provide references where appropriate. 

 


